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Dead Letters
by Slobodan Stosi¢

A partir du roman de Herman Melville « Bartleby the Scrivener », le projet présenté développe un
énoncé sur la copie, I'imitation, la représentation et la notion méme d’ceuvre d’art. Organisés
autour de « Dead Letters », ceuvre performative ol Slobodan Stosic, tel le scribe Bartleby, recopie
méticuleusement le texte intégral du roman en lettres minuscules, des dessins au crayon
s'inspirent d’'idées théoriques que Gilles Deleuze développe dans son essai « Bartleby ou la
formule ». Dans cette série intitulée « The voice imitator », certains dessins sont basés sur des
textes, d’autres reposent sur l'indetermination de qui en est I'auteur, voire s’ils sont de bons ou de
mauvais dessins. Les supports peuvent étre de vieux papiers, des pages de livre ou des
passepartout. L'idée sousjacente est celle developpée par Félix Guatarri d'un assemblage collectif
d'énonciation.

From the novel "Bartleby the Scrivener” by Herman Melville, the project develops the concept of
representation, copy, imitation , and questions the definition of a work of art.

Directly based on Melville text, "Dead letters” is a performative work where Slobodan Stosic, like a
scrivener, copies meticulously the whole novel in extremely small letters. He then uses some
theorical ideas based on “"Bartleby ou la formule” by Gilles Deleuze, as an input for the content of
the drawings that will surround the central piece. In the series titled "The voice imitator”, some are
text based drawings, some are drawings in a technical sense (mainly made with pencil or charcoal
on paper), that make uncertainty who made them, and that also provide uncertainty weather they
are "good" or "bad" drawings. The various papers used by the artist may be quite old, but also
book pages or passepartout. Some drawings develop lines and blurred images. From that basic
premise, the artist aims to develop Felix Guatarri idea of collective assemblage of enunciation.

Conceptual artist, Slobodan Stosic is a Serbian artist born in 1989, who lives and works in Novi
Sad. In his practice, the tries to think possibility as a subjective category, and by acting and
producing art to question: can those principles be thought in art, by constantly responding to
context, developing a method, a principle, allowing the responses to feed back in to the structure.
His interests are based in contingency, questioning the responsibility of an image and
contemporary art as speculative opportunity.
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Slobodan Stosic

Born in 1989 in Novi Sad (Serbia), Slobodan Stosic lives and works in Novi Sad.

Winner of the 2012 Mangelos Award

Since 2009, Slobodan Stosic has taken part in all actions of the Art Clinic and was a member of its
regular team. From 2014 to 2017 he was a curator of Sok gallery. He is a member of the
Association ICSS (Independent Culture Scene of Serbia). Since 2017 he is a collaborator of GCP, a
group for conceptual politics.*
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Close-Up&Blow-Up, curated by Andrea Palasti, MSUV, Novi Sad, Serbia
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52. October salon, Its time we got to know each other, (with Art clinic), curated by Galit Eilat and
Alenka Gregori¢, Belgrade, Serbia

La Casa - Giovani Artisti Serbi, curated by Zara Audiello and Aurora Fonda, Galleria d’arte moderna
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Iaab, International exchange and studio program Basel, residency program, CH (2013)
Residence program for the artist in the ISCP (International Studio and Curatorial Program) in New
York, NY, USA (2012)

1 GCP is a group interested in politics on the side of the people, in theory and art. GCP has initiated
the project 'Local Politics and Urban Self-management' in which it works with people on housing
problems, local governance and on processes of direct participation of the people in the decision
making



