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NO SAND IN THE SKY
For his first solo exhibition in France, Alexander 
Morozov, Russian artist of Ukrainian origin, presents at 
Galerie Dix9 a new project based mainly on  his recent 
artistic production. The painter, who left Russia in 2022*, 
places at the centre of this exhibition a series of images 
«objects»: tempera on wood that represent fragments of 
a lived reality.

Temperas protected by several layers of varnish, enter 
into a subtle dialogue with the (interior) light they reflect. 
They face a series of watercolors assembled in a compact 
mass on a wall of the gallery, fixing on paper some lived 
moments, like a diary. Products of an artistic practice 
based on memory, this series reveals the photographic 
spectra stolen from the real by Morozov during his long 
journey of assumed exile.

In fact, Morozov seeks more to transmit a process than 
a result. The first step in this work consists in capturing, 
by digital photography, what he calls the “interstices 
of reality”. For example,  the look of a Turkish stray 
dog, happy to have been fed, or a view overlooking the 
interior of an Estonian boat. These optical prints are then 
transformed. They are captured in the instantaneity of 
watercolour, or by the meticulous technique of tempera 
on wood: «levkas».

The levkas is a white coating posed as the background 
of the icon. It reflects the pigments so as to obtain 
a  surface particularly bright. The main component of 
this coating is calcium carbonate, an organic fossil. This 
gives the technique an «original» connotation. In this 
sense, levkasé is traditionally considered a metaphysical 
receptacle for icons. Morozov invests this support with 
figurations apparently innocuous. In reality, they put us 
in the presence of a lived experience.

Visual notebook to be shared, No sand in the sky  
therefore brings us at the border between reality 
and experience. Morozov would have overcome the 
condition of exile by paying attention to insignificant 
things. That is, he focuses on the «liminal spaces», which 
mark the transition from optical information to sensitive 
interpretation. To do this, the artist carefully collected 
his phenomenal impressions, along his sinuous trajectory 
between Estonia, Turkey and France.

Between the composite film and the single image, the 
conscious accumulation of sensations and the optical 
unconscious, the network of common meanings and 
the absence of subject, the insignificance of trauma and 
the desire to make sense: there are openings and possible 
reconciliations. These are considered during the aesthetic 
journey of the artist.

The title of the exhibition refers to the Prussian tale 
The Sandman, written at the beginning of the 19th cen-
tury by E. T. A. Hoffmann. The hero of the tale must 
overcome the hallucinatory madness of the spectre that 
haunts him. No sand in the sky resumes the impossibility 
of going back. Alexander Morozov simply tries to mate-
rialize the pain of such an observation.
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*  February 24, 2022 — the start of the war in Ukraine
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