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Le Nil est plus long et plus romantique que l’Amazone
oil and acrylic on canvas, crochet, 120x300 cm, 2022

THE NILE IS LONGER AND MORE 
ROMANTIC THAN THE AMAZON



THE NILE IS LONGER AND MORE
ROMANTIC THAN THE AMAZON
A crocodile-witness, little kaki scouts, burning news, women 
soldiers. For her first solo exhibition at Galerie Dix9, South African 
artist Claudia Tennant delivers a series of striking paintings with dark 
and shimmering accents. As solar as they are enigmatic, as macabre 
as they are drolatic, these large formats transport us into an ambi-
guous and inner universe, haunted by a global history with complex 
ramifications, with terrible scenarios, at the heart of which is Africa.

A long history punctuated by kingdoms that are made and broken,
expeditions, territorializations and trophies, in front of 
which her prowess consists in louvoyer in the matter 
memorialization, to meander among legends and deeds, 
to build up over time, a codex, another history book, a 
survival manual almost. Thus she gives body and life in Mino 
(Our Mothers) and Nawi, to the women warriors who constituted 
the elite unit of king Gezo and the empire of Dahomey in the 
nineteenth century. Elsewhere, she restores to the tsetse all 
the aura and monumentality that are due to it. She draws a 
twirling cable supposed to connect continents… The figures on 
the foot refer to the heroes of yesterday and the day before, some 
occulted, others overestimated, but all wear masks and look like 
puppets. Names and phrases resonate colloquially and their crossover 
teases the mind. In this theatre, we wonder who is talking and where.

Although Claudia Tennant’s work is well documented, well-
informed and critical, it is striking by her sense of humour and 
vitality. She is wary of the images that are supposedly shared, 
and knows that wanting to paint Africa too well is a risky under-
taking. To distance the procession of learned and impressionist 
sources from which she inherited, she in turn caviared it. She 
finds in what she calls “simplified form” an immediacy of ges-
ture and a freedom of tone that reconnect with the spirit of bad 
painting and free expression. Here we are talking about unfi-
nished work, even in the overflow of painting, of voices and buried 
images that must be raised to the surface and dare to be pictured.

Nawi, oil on canvas, 114x162 cm, 2022
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Croc O Nil,  oil on canvas,  60x180 cm, 2022

I’m sorry, knitting, canvas, leather, acrylic, 200x200x40 cm, 

The Scouts, oil on canvas, 160x230 cm, 2022
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